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Entry 20:  “Where Can I find Col. Ellis’s Men?” 
  

“It was quite dark when we entered the woods. (The stream was the Marmiton, and we were now 

back in Missouri.) 

 “Near the creek the jam and uproar increased four-fold. Our guards halted us every few rods 

to allow those in front to make way. Ahead of us I heard a terrible yelling and cracking of whips, 

and supposed the train was crossing at a ford. … 

 “A man rode up to me and inquired: 

  “‘Where can I find Col. Ellis’s men?’ 

 “I told the man I didn’t know. He was turning to go away when he happened to see our men 

lying on the ground – a dark mass indistinguishable in the obscurity – 

 “‘What have you got there?’ he asked in some surprise. 

 “Up to this moment I had believed that escape would be next to an impossibility. I had even 

advised Mat. Clark that afternoon to not attempt it. That he would be recaptured and shot, almost 

to a certainty. 

 “Our custodians had impressed it upon our minds, that the man who attempted an escape 

would be shown no mercy at their hands when recaptured. But here was a chance that might 

never occur again. My questioner evidently took me for a rebel. I could encourage that belief and 

perhaps gain my liberty. For one moment the gates of Paradise stood ajar – I would take the risk 

at all hazards, for escape. The contending emotions of hope and fear rushed over me with such 

tumultuous force, that I could scarcely control my voice as I answered: 

 “‘Yankee prisoners.’”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 315-318 transcription, 96-98 part 2 handwritten. 

  

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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