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Entry 21: “It Went Against Us” 
 

“To keep him from going, I added that we had one hundred and ten in all; the greater part 

captured near Westport. He seemed interested for the moment. I then asked:  

 “‘How did the battle go today?’  The rebel lowered his voice:  

 “‘It went against us.’  Remembering the battery that I had seen in position during some part 

of the day, I questioned further: 

 “‘Did we lose any guns?’ 

 “‘Yes,” he replied “a good many.’  My confidence had increased amazingly. The soldier was 

reining up to go on, when I kicked up the pony and left the guard line, with the excuse that I 

wanted a drink of water from his canteen – which I saw the man was carrying, as it had no cover 

–  

 “‘You can have a little sip,’ he responded, as he gave it me. I was terribly thirsty, but the 

nervous tension was so great I could scarcely drink a drop. … 

 “Returning the canteen with a mumbled statement that I would get water from the creek – 

which I saw was just alongside the road – I seized my boots, and slipped from the pony’s back. 

As I did so, the soldier exclaimed: 

 “‘I see you’ve lost your saddle.’  My heart was in my mouth. For an instant I feared all was 

discovered. But he drew no weapon; he did not appear to suspect. 

 “‘Yes, I have,’ I replied, ‘then I used a wagon cover, and lost that too.’ 

 “A lame story – lamely told – but it sufficed. He too, was blind as a bat. 

 “‘Yes sir,’ he remarked; turned, and rode away. My involuntary deliverer, in truth.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 318-322 transcription, 98-100 part 2 handwritten. 

  

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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