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Entry 22: “Desperation” 
 

“Hastily I tied the pony to a branch – to help prove that I intended to get a drink, and return, if re-

captured – and plunged down the steep bank to the water’s edge. 

 “My first frantic intention was to wade across the stream, but when I stepped in I found the 

water too deep. I took a hasty drink, returned, and pulled on my boots. 

 “Exhaustion was gone. I felt I could travel to the ends of the earth. 

 “I ran north, under the creek bank, for about fifty yards, where I saw several foot-men 

coming down a cow-path, from the road above. I had to meet them, unless I turned back. I 

foolishly feared they would detect me, even in the dark. Had they been as many grizzly bears, 

they would hardly have inspired me with a greater terror. In sheer desperation I rushed up to 

them and called out: 

 “‘O say! Have you seen a loose horse run by?’ 

 “They stopped, and with real concern in their voices, said they had not. 

 “‘I’ve lost mine.’  I cried as I ran past them up the bank. 

 “Here I found myself in the road again, surrounded by men mounted and dismounted. 

 “‘A bay horse,’ I cried breathlessly to the first man I met, ‘Have you seen him pass this 

way?’ 

 “‘No I haven’t,’ he replied. Safe so far. In the darkness and confusion I saw there would be 

little trouble in personating a rebel soldier, as long no searching questions were asked.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 324-326 transcription, 101-102 part 2 handwritten. 

  

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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