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Entry 25: “Free” 
 

“The other men now joined him and they took me to the house. … 

 “I sat on a log at the wood-pile, while the men talked together, a little apart.  

 “…The old man said:  

 “‘Well I suppose you are all right, but we must be sure about it. After dinner I will take you 

to Fort Scott and turn you over to the soldiers there.’… 

 “The dinner hour arrived – to me, and epicurean feast – biscuit, fresh pork and sweet 

potatoes, were, I remember a part of the bill of fare. I was treated as an honored guest by my 

kind entertainer, and all offers of payment on my part were politely declined. 

 “‘If you’re a Union man – as I think you are – I am very glad to serve you. And if you’re not 

– well, that will be all right, too.’ 

 “Mr. McNeal furnished me with a horse, and in company with him and another militia man, 

we started for Fort Scott – some ten miles to the southwest. 

 “I was told that we would pass over one of the battlefields of the day before. But pretty soon 

we met a party of men who advised Mr. McNeal to take me to Barnsville – which was only six 

miles to the northwest… 

 “When we reached Barnsville Mr. McNeal turned me over to Sergeant Pickerell of the 15th 

Kansas Cavalry. I was not personally acquainted with the Sergeant, although he was a resident of 

Topeka. 

 “He was very thorough in his examination of me, and among other things, asked me to name 

a number of prominent citizens of Topeka…. 

 “But my memorandum book served me better than anything else. Sergeant Pickerall carefully 

examined it, and after a few more searching questions, which I could readily answer, he declared 

himself satisfied, and pronounced the welcome words:  

 “‘You are free.’ 

 “My account properly ends here. I will add however that I started the next morning, on foot, 

and reached Topeka at noon, Sunday Oct. 30th.   

 “I reported to Col. Veale in person; crossed the Kansas river and reached home at about three 

o’clock p.m.” 

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 356-363 transcription, 119-124 part two handwritten. 

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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