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Cover image 

Sergeant John P. Mosley enlisted as a member of Company D, 13th Regiment, Second Kansas 

Volunteer Infantry. When he entered the military on August 21, 1862, Mosley was 22 years old, 

married, a resident of Atchison, Kansas, and employed as a blacksmith. On November 16, 1863, 

Mosley was assigned to the Second Kansas Colored Volunteers. While serving with the Second 

Kansas Colored, he was wounded, left on the field, and taken prisoner by the Confederates at the 

Battle of Jenkin's Ferry, Arkansas. Mosley died at Princeton, Arkansas, while a prisoner of war 

on May 9, 1864. 
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Overview  
 

“Historians see history as a set of problems. Students see history as a set of answers.*” As 

teachers we know that history is interpretation and that interpretation can change over time as 

historians choose different data to make their cases. This is what makes history exciting—it is 

the process of finding evidence versus memorizing a set of facts. At the Kansas Historical 

Society we believe that one way to help students “like” history is to bring them into the process 

of creating the story. This traveling resource trunk is designed to do just that.   

 We developed this resource trunk to meet two goals: to teach students how to interpret 

history using artifacts and primary sources and to teach students about the Civil War, specifically 

in Kansas and the western frontier. For preservation reasons we could not include actual 

historical artifacts. These reproductions, however, are so accurate that they can be used by your 

students without fear of misinterpretation or creating “wrong stories.”  The trunk lessons are 

written for a middle school audience but the trunk is available for loan by any Kansan. 

 Section 1 introduces students to analyzing and interpreting artifacts and documents through 

contemporary pieces. If your students have never used primary sources before, these lessons help 

them by practicing on artifacts and documents from their world. 

 Section 2 is designed to introduce students to understanding the Civil War era through 

historical artifacts. Students will use the artifacts in the trunk to investigate the work and lifestyle 

of a Civil War soldier. Artifacts are great for gaining a personal connection to the time period 

and empathy for the person who used them. They do not, however, provide all the answers. 

Historians rely on other primary sources, including diaries, maps, photographs, paintings, letters, 

etc., to learn more about specific people, places, events, and ideas. 

 Section 3 uses the diary of Samuel J. Reader, a Kansas militiaman, as the main primary 

source for students to interpret the Civil War in Kansas. 

 Section 4 includes three Read Kansas! lessons on the topic of the Civil War in Kansas. 

  We are thrilled you have borrowed this resource trunk. We know you will find new and 

creative ways to use it to teach about the Civil War. Please share your lessons with other teachers 

by sending them to us at education@kshs.org and we will post them on our website. Also, please 

complete the evaluation form and tell us what we can do to make it and our other educational 

resources better.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Sam Wineburg is the author of Historical Thinking and Other Unnatural Acts and is on the 

faculty of the Stanford University School of Education. 

  

mailto:education@kshs.org
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Notes on Using a Traveling Resource Trunk 
 

• Traveling resource trunks are loaned out within the state of Kansas. They are available on a 

first-come, first-served basis. 

 

• To assure that trunks reach their next destination in time we ask that they be returned by their 

scheduled return date. If you are shipping your trunk please allow at least two days shipping 

time. If you have any questions or concerns about a trunk you are using please contact the 

Museum and Education Division of the Kansas Historical Society, kshs.education@ks.gov; 

785-272-8681. 

 

• Reservations should be made a minimum of two weeks in advance, although making a 

reservation earlier may be necessary depending upon the trunk you would like to use and the 

dates you would like to use it. Reservations are taken for both the current and the next school 

years. 

 

• Inventory the trunk you borrow when you receive it and before returning it. An inventory sheet 

is provided in all trunks for this purpose. Notify the Museum and Education Division of any 

missing or broken items not indicated on the inventory sheet you received with the trunk. 

Trunks should be returned in the same condition that they were received. 

 

• Objects and materials in the trunks are to be used as the instructor sees fit; however, please 

keep in mind that many students will be using the trunk after you this year and in the years to 

come.  

 

• The curriculum in this trunk may be reproduced for educational purposes only and must credit 

the Kansas Historical Society. Reproducing the curriculum for any other purpose is prohibited 

without written permission from the Kansas Historical Society. 

mailto:kshs.education@ks.gov
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Introduction to Using Primary Sources 

All lessons in this trunk are student-centered learning activities that use primary sources, mainly 

objects. We are not able to provide actual artifacts, but these are good reproductions of period 

artifacts.  Students may use them as artifacts when studying about the Civil War.  

 We recommend that you begin working with the artifacts by using the lessons in the 

“Historical Thinking Activities” section of this manual. They may not be easy and they take 

time. We believe this is time well spent since students can transfer these skills to reading other 

objects, documents, etc., in future lessons with the ultimate goal of using primary sources to 

learn history. These are also life skills that enable the student to look beyond the “thing” to the 

people who made or used it and the ideas it represents and in so doing broaden their ability to 

learn about the world around them.  

 Using artifacts to learn history is fun. We guarantee at least one “oh, wow” moment and 

probably many more. By the very nature of teaching with artifacts and other primary sources, 

students ask a lot of questions, some very concrete (What is this?) but eventually higher order 

questions (Why did this happen? How did it affect …? What would it be like today if…?). 

History will no longer be one fact after another but a scientific-like exploration of the past and 

ideally a connection to contemporary life issues and problems.  

 The lessons take the student into the role of historian. They will be using knowledge about 

the primary sources and the topic to interpret people, places, events, and ideas about the Civil 

War. These skills are analogous to the research, writing, and speaking and listening standards in 

the Kansas College and Career Ready Standards ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies 

Standards and are the foundation of the 2013 History, Government and Social Studies Standards. 
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Artifacts as Primary Sources 
 

 

What is an artifact?  -  An artifact is any object intentionally made, modified or produced by 

humans for a specific purpose. Artifacts range from a handmade quilt to a mass produced plastic 

lawn chair, from a safety pin to the state capitol, and from a prehistoric spear point to the newest 

iPod. Artifacts are the raw material of history just as photographs, diaries, and other written 

primary sources are.  

 It is important to remember that artifacts speak to us of the time period in which they were 

created and/or used. Thus, a cowboy hat picked up at a store a year or two ago cannot be used to 

examine the life and work of a cowboy living and working in Kansas in the late 1800s. The 

materials used to make the hat, the construction techniques, the source of the raw materials, etc. 

are not the same for a 21st century novelty hat and a 19th century hat worn by a working 

cowboy. The 21st century hat can be used to interpret fashion in the early 21st century, or the 

romanticism of the old west, but not cattle drives and ranching in early Kansas. It is an artifact of 

the early 21st century not the late 19th century. 

 

Where do artifacts fit into the process of ‘doing’ history?  - History is not facts from the past 

but rather it is the interpretation of these facts. History is the process of actively studying the 

past. It involves asking questions and looking for answers. It results in finding connections, 

telling stories, and interpreting past people, places and events.  The steps involved in “doing 

history” include asking questions about the past; identifying, analyzing and evaluating sources, 

and finally using evidence from this research to draw conclusions and answer the questions. This 

is the process used by authors, documentary filmmakers, and museum exhibit designers. It is also 

the process used by genealogists which is probably why they find exploring their past so 

engaging. Like all primary sources, artifacts can be analyzed and evaluated. They hold many 

clues for those who know how to read them. 

 

How do you read an artifact? – Artifacts can be “read” in the same sense that photos and works 

of art are “read.”  Dividing photos, paintings, and other types of images into quadrants allows the 

researcher to look more closely at details. Artifacts aren’t read by breaking them into quadrants 

but rather by looking at them through five different lenses – history, function, material, 

construction, and design. Using these five lenses, or categories, to read artifacts opens the door to 

a wide variety of information. Once understood, it is a process that can be simplified for use in 

the classroom by selecting only those categories that relate to the lesson. For example, when 

using artifacts to teach the buffalo as resource in the daily lives of Plains Indians students might 

be directed to examine an artifact to determine only its function and the material from which it 

was made. 

 Reading an artifact begins with a close examination of it. Drawing the item is often helpful as 

this requires a close examination that often uncovers details that might otherwise get overlooked. 

 Next examine the artifact keeping the five categories in mind. It often helps to go through the 

categories one-by-one and to ask questions of the artifact similar to the samples given below. Be 
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aware of the distinction between observation and inference. Also, note any additional questions 

that arise while looking at this artifact. Researching the answers to these questions may well 

provide even more information about the artifact and the people who made and/or used it. 

 

1. History – The history of an artifact is specific to that individual artifact. For example, the 

history of a coffee grinder would be information about only the coffee grinder being examined 

and not every grinder of its type ever made. The history of an artifact is often not obvious 

from looking at it. 

• Who owned it? 

• Who used it? 

• Where did they get it? 

• How old is it?  When was it made? 

• What is the provenance, or chronology of ownership? 

2. Function – Function deals with what the artifact was created to do, and any additional uses it 

had. For example, a screwdriver is designed to turn a screw, but it is often used to pry open 

paint cans, dig holes in the soil, or remove nails.  

• What was the intended purpose of the item? 

• Did it have other functions besides what it was designed to do? 

• Did its function change over time? 

• Was it intended to be used in a public or private space? In the home or in a business? 

3. Material – Material refers to the material(s) from which an artifact was made. This type of 

examination can provide information about the artifact itself and the society it was part of. 

• From what is it made? 

• Where did the raw materials come from? 

• Is it made from natural or man-made materials? 

• What type of technology was involved in getting the raw materials? 

• Did the materials originate locally? 

• Were the materials obtained through trade or commerce, and what does this say about the 

economics of the society? 

• What type of labor force was used to obtain the materials used to make the artifact? 

• Was the person making the artifact the same person who obtained the materials from which 

it was made? 

4. Construction – Construction refers to how the item was made and what this implies about the 

society that made it. 

• Was it made by hand or by machine? 

• Is it a unique item or mass produced? 

• What types of tools, or technology, were used in its construction? 

• Was it produced locally? 

• Were all the parts made in one location? 
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• Was it made by the person who used it? 

• What were the working conditions like for the people who made it? 

• How were parts, or finished products, transported? 

5. Design – Design can relate to the aesthetics of a piece, the values of a society, the time period 

in which it was produced, or even its function. For example, the flapper dresses of the 1920s 

reflect new freedoms being experienced by women and changes in the class system, sad irons 

designed with removable handles speak to an improvement in the daily life of the consumer, 

and the emergence of a 1950s retro look may speak of a desire for simpler times. 

• Is the design purely functional or is it influenced by aesthetics, fashion or fads? 

• What color is it?  Size? Weight?  Texture?  Is there significance to any of these? 

• Is it the first of its kind and, if not, how has the design changed from earlier models? 

• What significance, if any, do decorative features have? 

• Who designed it? 

• Did it become symbolic of an idea or a religious or moral principle? 
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Links to Related Resources 

There are a number of excellent websites that address teaching history with primary sources. We 

highly recommend these websites.  

• kansasmemory.org: A digital repository of the collections of the Kansas Historical Society. 

Some materials related to the subject of this trunk have been gathered together in the 

“KSHSK12EducationResource” bookbag in a folder titled “Civil War trunk.” Additional 

materials may be found by searching the holdings of Kansas Memory. For more 

information about Kansas Memory see the Kansas Memory page in this manual. 

• nara.gov: The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration was “established in 

1934 by President Franklin Roosevelt, but its major holdings date back to 1775. Many 

people know the National Archives as the keeper of the Declaration of Independence, the 

United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. In a democracy, records belong to the 

people, and for more than seven decades, NARA has preserved and provided access to the 

records of the United States of America. Records help us claim our rights and entitlements, 

hold our elected officials accountable for their actions, and document our history as a 

nation. In short, NARA ensures continuing access to the essential documentation of the 

rights of American citizens and the actions of their Government.”  The Teachers’ 

Resources page provides information on using primary sources, professional development 

opportunities, and links to additional state and regional NARA resources. 

• loc.gov: Congress established the Library of Congress in 1800. Burned by the British in the 

War of 1812, former President Thomas Jefferson offered his vast personal collection as a 

replacement. Since then the Library has grown into a world resource with more than 144 

million items including books, photographs, prints, films, manuscripts, historic newspapers, 

legal documents, maps, sound recordings and more. On the Teacher page you will find 

classroom materials and professional development opportunities to help teachers 

effectively use primary sources in teaching. 

• teachinghistory.org: A national education clearinghouse of teaching materials, historical 

content and best practices. 

• historicalthinkingmatters.org: “Historical Thinking Matters provides secondary students 

with a framework that teaches them to read documents like historians. Using these ‘habits 

of mind,’ they will be able to interrogate historical sources and use them to form reasoned 

conclusions about the past. Equally important, they will become critical users of the vast 

historical archives on the web.” 

• Sleeping Heroes: The Impact of Civil War Veterans on Kansas Communities: In 

recognition of the 150 anniversary of the Civil War 2011-2015, the Kansas Historical 

Society is encouraging Kansas teachers to have their students research both Union and 

Confederate Civil War veterans buried in their community and post their research on our 

online database. The project provides students an opportunity to see the practical 

applications of conducting historical research using primary sources. For more information, 

go to: kshs.org/17356. 
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Kansas Memory 

 
Kansas Memory offers a variety of Kansas related primary sources online. These include historic 

photographs, letters, diaries and journals, books and pamphlets, maps, drawings, governors’ 

papers, legislative documents, election returns, and images of artifacts and historical structures. 

The Kansas Historical Society created Kansas Memory to share a portion of its historical 

collections online. The materials on Kansas Memory represent a small fraction of the Kansas 

Historical Society’s collections; materials continue to be made available on a regular basis. 

 The site is intended for the use of anyone interested in any aspect of Kansas history. However, 

the primary target audience is middle and high school teachers and students. The “Teacher” page 

provides links to content selected specifically for teaching specific Kansas topics. Each topic 

should list a variety of items in the Historical Society’s collections and curriculum notes. 

Searching Kansas Memory in the “Teacher Mode” will display special curriculum notes for 

materials in addition to the standard item description. 

 Finding material to fit your needs is easy on Kansas Memory. Use the categories on the left 

hand side of the screen to browse for items. Each item is linked to multiple categories, and each 

category may have several sub-categories listed beneath it. Choosing one category, such as 

“Community Life,” will return all items linked to that category. Choosing a second category, 

such as “Agriculture,” narrows your search by bringing up items with links to both categories, 

and so on. The number appearing next to each category, or sub-category, indicates the number of 

items that will be returned by selecting that category, or sub-category. 

 Registered users may use “My Memory” to save materials in their own personal bookbags, 

share information, and customize display options. The Museum and Education Division has 

assembled a bookbag entitled KSHSK12EducationResource that contains items associated with 

the Kansas academic topics. This bookbag is accessible to all Kansas Memory users and is a 

good place to start when looking for primary source materials that correlate to Kansas standards. 

The “Civil War trunk” folder in this bookbag contains a number of assembled items related to 

the topic of this trunk. 

 Visit kansasmemory.org to register, learn about what is available, find out how to access and 

cite materials, and more.  The materials on Kansas Memory are designed to be used for 

educational purposes and are free of charge unless high resolution images are desired. 

http://www.kansasmemory.org/
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Historical Background 

 

This background material provides information on African American, American Indian, and 

Hispanic American troops who fought in the Civil War; Samuel J. Reader, a Civil War soldier 

from Kansas; and the Battle of Mine Creek, the one major battle fought in Kansas and one which 

Samuel Reader participated in and then documented in his diary. Samuel Reader and the Battle 

of Mine Creek are explored in Section 3 of this manual. For additional information and an 

activity on the Battle of Mine Creek, see the Read Kansas! lesson (M-17) The Civil War Comes 

to Kansas: The Battle of Mine Creek. 

 

The Civil War divided the nation. It also split apart an army of men who had fought together 

under one flag. These soldiers now found themselves divided, fighting on opposite sides. Both 

the Union and the Confederacy faced the enormous task of raising and training huge armies and 

navies in very little time. In 1861 the Union army contained approximately 14,000 men and the 

Confederate army had to be created from scratch. Yet, four years later, millions of men had 

fought on both sides. They suffered with over 1,000,000 casualties, two percent of the United 

States population in 1861. 

 For the Union this meant adjusting how it raised an army. At the start of the war the Union 

army consisted of only 16,000 men. Initially the Union relied upon volunteers to fill its military, 

but, in 1863, the government began drafting men to serve. The need for soldiers needed beyond 

this was filled through state militias and volunteer regiments. The United States Constitution 

allowed each state to recruit, train, and equip a militia to protect the state and its people. This is 

the forerunner of today’s national guard. In addition, private citizens began organizing volunteer 

regiments in their state. These regiments had to be approved by the governor and offered to the 

federal government, but they elected their own officers and outfitted their soldiers. 

 The Confederate States of America began organizing their military from its creation in 

February of 1861. A provisional volunteer army was established with control over it and the 

mustering of state forces, was turned over to Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederacy. It 

became more difficult to rely on volunteers as it became evident the war would not be over 

quickly. The government instituted a draft in 1862, the first national draft in American history. It 

extended the length of service for those already serving, required healthy white men between 18 

and 35 to serve, and allowed for exemptions including those allowed for slave owners. The 

number of new conscripts could not keep up with the need for soldiers and gradually the age 

range increased to white men between 17 years to 50 years and slave owners lost their exemption 

from the draft. Due to incomplete and destroyed records it is unknown how many people served 

in the Confederate military, but estimates range from 750,000 to 1,000,000 men. 

 

African Americans in the Civil War 

 Approximately ten percent of the Union army was African American. In 1861 the Secretary 

of War stated that the United States would only arm African Americans in cases of great 

emergency. After President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation in January 1863 the 
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United States began recruiting African American men in earnest. Eventually over 170,000 served 

in the army and over 18,000 in the navy. 

 The First Kansas Colored Volunteer Infantry was a well-known regiment organized before 

the Emancipation Proclamation. Controversy erupted as James Lane began to form the First 

Kansas Colored volunteers in August 1862. A notice in the Leavenworth Daily Conservative said 

those who volunteered would receive ten dollars a month, food and lodging; be armed, drilled 

and enrolled as soldiers to aid in suppressing the “slaveholder’s rebellion;” and receive a 

certificate of freedom for himself, his mother, wife and children. Soldiers in the First Kansas 

Colored were the first African Americans recruited in the Northern states for service in the Civil 

War. They would soon be the first African Americans to see battle and the first to die in action. 

 The stakes were high for African American men who served the Union. They envisioned 

freedom if the North won and continued slavery if the Confederacy won. Black regiments served 

honorably, but due to discrimination most were given boring or unpleasant assignments and paid 

less than white soldiers. Those serving also faced a very different outcome than most white 

soldiers if captured by Confederate forces. The South considered captured African American 

soldiers to be fugitive slaves not prisoners of war. The outcome for a captured African American 

soldier was execution or being sold into slavery. 

 A much smaller number of African Americans served in the Confederate army. The exact 

number is unknown due to the lack of records, but, in the 1890 federal census 3,273 African 

Americans claimed to be Confederate veterans. Enslaved people made up roughly forty percent 

of the population of the Confederacy so their involvement was inevitable. Throughout the war 

the Confederate military used slaves in such roles as cooks, servants, and teamsters, slave owners 

could receive payment for their slave’s labor. Others were kept at home as a labor force to keep 

the economy of the south in motion. A small number of free African Americans served in local 

militia units. During the war African Americans willing and able to serve had to make a decision 

about which side would win the war and then consider how their decision to serve would impact 

their ability to live as a free person after the war.  

 The idea of using African Americans as soldiers was discussed from the start of the war but 

not seen as a serious option. 1864 saw an ever increasing number of Confederate men refusing 

conscription or deserting. Finally, at Robert E. Lee’s urging, the Confederate Congress approved 

the recruitment of African American infantry units in March 1865. After they adjourned 

President Davis issued an order that only African Americans who volunteered and had 

manumission papers proving their status as freemen could serve. Few African Americans were 

recruited before the war ended a few months later.  

 

American Indians in the Civil War 

Over 20,000 American Indians served in the Civil War.  They served on both sides, Union and 

Confederate.  Most found themselves pulled into a war that was not theirs. They had no 

allegiance to the United State government or the Confederacy. Instead they fought hoping that 

life after the war would be better if they chose the winning side, that their land would be 

protected, or that their participation would bring improved treatment by the government. Most 

would not become United States citizens until 1924 and felt more allegiance to their own nation 
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at the time of the Civil War than to the United States or the Confederacy. Whatever their reasons, 

American Indians fought and died alongside many other Union and Confederate soldiers. 

 The majority of American Indians who lived in the east and joined the Union Army or Navy 

were assigned to integrated companies. Some served with the United States Colored Troops. 

Indian and non-Indian troops served together as cohesive units. American Indians brought skills 

to their units that other soldiers might lack. American Indian sharpshooters at Vicksburg silenced 

a Confederate cannon by camouflaging themselves with leaves and crawling on their stomachs to 

get into position. Many times their ability to live off the land helped to feed themselves and their 

fellow soldiers. 

 Many American Indians in the Southeast chose to fight for the Confederacy.  Some of them 

had avoided removal to Indian Territory while relying on their white neighbors. They wanted to 

maintain what remained of their land. From the start of the war the Confederacy set out to recruit 

American Indians in Indian Territory. Some American Indians were slaveholders and were tied 

to this institution both socially and economically. 

 From the beginning of the Civil War the Confederacy worked to recruit American Indians in 

Indian Territory. On the eve of the war 16,000 soldiers in the U.S. Army were stationed West of 

the Mississippi River to protect trails, telegraph lines, and white settlers and to guard peaceful 

American Indians against attacks and incursions by whites. At the start of the war the Union 

removed many of these troops in an effort to free up soldiers for the war raging in the eastern 

United States. This created a vacuum that the Confederacy moved in to fill. As members of tribes 

chose sides, tensions mounted and then increased as American Indians siding with the South 

found allies with Texas regiments. Battles broke out. The forces supporting the South prevailed, 

and those American Indians supporting the Union fled north into Kansas. 

 Many of the refugees fleeing north into Kansas went without adequate food, clothing and 

supplies. Many froze to death during the severe winter. Ultimately their desire was to return and 

rid their homes of the Confederates. Looking for a way to strengthen their position in Kansas, 

and badly needing manpower, the commanders of the Union Army made the decision to recruit 

and train Indian soldiers from the ranks of these displaced tribes. Ultimately, the army created 

three regiments of Native Americans known as the Indian Home Guards. The first two of these 

formed in Kansas in 1862. By 1863 these had combined into the Indian Brigade. American 

Indians welcomed the opportunity to become soldiers as a means to return to and defend their 

homes, but challenges faced them every step of the way. They faced discrimination, prejudice 

and fear that once armed they would attack white settlers in Kansas. The regiments were 

ultimately formed, led by white officers, and allowed to fight only in Indian Territory. 

 The Civil War did not bring about the results most American Indians desired. Their hope for 

a better future did not materialize. Many of those who served the Union in Kansas were forced to 

relocate to Indian Territory. Military technology developed during the Civil War was later put 

into use as the United States military took part in campaigns to pacify the American Indians in 

the West. The buffalo herds were almost exterminated, and, as westward settlement intensified, 

the American Indians lost more of their land. 

 

Mexican and Latin Americans in the Civil War 
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At the start of the Civil War people of Spanish heritage were scattered throughout the United 

States. Some traced their ancestry to the Spaniards who had settled in North American before the 

earliest English. Others were more recent immigrants from Spain or Latin America. With the 

start of the Civil War they found themselves caught up in the struggle with little choice but to 

choose sides. Some made a conscious decision to fight for either the Union or the Confederacy, 

and ultimately over 20,000 Hispanics had participated in the war by its end. 

 Geography played a large part in the decision of which side to support. Those living along 

the Gulf Coast from Florida to Louisiana tended to support the Confederacy. Immigrants from 

Spain, Portugal, Cuba, Puerto Rico and Mexico living in urban cities in the north most often 

joined the Union forces. Serving in the Union army was often seen as one way to become an 

“American.”  Like most Americans, the decision of which side to support often had to do with 

defending the lands they’d occupied for generations or based on the ties with those living in their 

geographic region. 

 The largest number of Hispanics taking part in the Civil War came from those living in the 

states and territories of the Southwest. Many of these people had become citizens when the 

United States acquired vast parts of northern Mexico in the 1840s. These people found their 

loyalty split between the North and the South. Slavery was outlawed in Mexico and most 

opposed bringing the institution of slavery to their region. Some supported the Confederacy as a 

symbol of their unhappiness with the United States government over the outcome of its war with 

Mexico. Those with economic ties to Missouri through their connection to the Santa Fe and 

Butterfield Trails tended to side with the Confederacy. In the end Texas joined the Confederacy, 

California supported the Union, and the region between was split between these two choices. 

 During the Civil War the Confederacy remained constant in its desire for the gold and silver 

mines the Southwest and strategic ports in California. In return the Union strove to keep them 

from expanding to the west. The role played by Hispanic soldiers in this struggle was one 

important to the outcome of the Civil War. 

 

The Diary of Samuel J. Reader, 1836-1914 

"Keep a diary," Reader advised, "it is one of the best things you will do 

in your life." Reader followed his own advice. He began keeping a diary 

at the age of 13 and continued it until his death in 1914 at the age of 78. 

The diary—and the autobiography he wrote from it—describes his move 

to Kansas Territory in 1855, life on his claim in Topeka, his military 

experiences, farming, and his later service as a Soldier Township trustee 

and school district clerk. Through his words and pictures this little-

known Kansas pioneer left a lasting legacy that vividly illustrates our 

past. 

 Born in 1836 in Pennsylvania, Reader settled on a farm near Indianola in 1855. His diary was 

filled with illustrations recording these events on canvas. His best known works are his drawings 

and paintings of territorial and Civil War experiences. Although rather primitive in style, 

Reader's illustrations provide a valuable record of early Kansas history; its social and political 

events.  
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 "Sleepy and tired but full of glory." Samuel J. Reader wrote after the Battle of Hickory Point. 

Even though his free-state force had not won the September 1856 skirmish near Ozawkie, he felt 

a sense of hopefulness. Reader hated slavery but, unlike John Brown, he 

was not militant. In fact, Reader lived peacefully amid proslavery neighbors 

in Indianola, northwest of Topeka. What caused him to fight were threats 

against free-state settlers and rumors that proslavery forces were marching 

on Calhoun, then the county seat. 

 Eight years later, Reader again took up arms when General Sterling 

Price and his Confederate Army threatened to invade eastern Kansas. With 

a company of Topeka men, Reader fought in the Battle of Westport and the 

Battle of the Big Blue in Kansas City. In the course of the fighting he was 

taken prisoner and marched into southeast Kansas where he was able to 

escape and return to his farm in Indianola where he continued to live until 

his death in 1914. 

 Reader's unique illustrations are often used in books and articles on the Civil War in the 

West. In addition, his other artwork includes scenes on paper, canvas, and glass showing himself, 

his claim at Indianola, John Brown, and other subjects that were important to him. 

 

Battle of Mine Creek - October 25, 1864 

One of the largest cavalry battles of the Civil War was fought in the fields around Mine Creek, 

Kansas. In August 1864 Confederate Major General Sterling Price received orders to invade 

Missouri with the goals of bringing Missouri into the 

confederacy and weakening Abraham Lincoln’s chance 

at reelection. To accomplish his goals, Price intended 

to: capture St. Louis, capture Jefferson City and install 

a Confederate governor in the capitol, collect supplies 

and weapons for the struggling confederacy, and 

recruit soldiers from Missouri’s large population of 

Southern sympathizers. 

As Price advanced into Missouri he discovered St. 

Louis and Jefferson City were both heavily fortified and abandoned his plans to capture the 

cities. His mission to gather provisions resulted in a supply train of 500 wagons. As Price’s army 

neared Kansas City, Union troops clashed with them in a series of battles: 

• October 19 in Lexington 

• October 21 at the Little Blue River 

• October 22 at the Big Blue River 

• October 23 in Westport 

The Confederates experienced a stunning defeat at the 

Battle of Westport. Following this battle Price withdrew 

south with Union cavalry in close pursuit. On October 24 the 

Confederates crossed into Kansas and moved toward Fort 

Scott and its large supply depot. Price and one division went 

http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900


The Life of a Civil War Soldier  xvii │ Kansas Historical Society © 2015 

 

 

ahead while the other two divisions protected the 10-mile long supply train as it continued on its 

retreat south. 

Early on the morning of October 25 a running skirmish developed over the nine miles 

between Trading Post and Mine Creek. When the Confederate rear guard arrived at Mine Creek 

the end of the supply train had not yet crossed. With two brigades of 2,500 Union cavalrymen 

bearing down upon them, the Confederates were forced to stop and fight. The Confederate rear 

guard formed a skirmish line. This delayed Union troops long enough for the two Confederate 

cavalry divisions’ 7,000 soldiers to establish a main line of defense. Major Generals John S. 

Marmaduke and James F. Fagan commanded the Confederate divisions, and Colonel John F. 

Philips and Lieutenant Colonel Frederick W. Benteen led the Union brigades. 

Rain the previous night had left the field wet and muddy, and the trampling of hundreds of 

horses and wagons only added to the ground’s poor 

state. In spite of the precarious conditions, both sides 

quickly moved into position at 10:30 a.m. Confederate 

artillery opened fire first, followed by the Union. 

When the Union charge commenced at 11 a.m., their 

10th Missouri Cavalry, USA, started forward with a yell 

and bugles blaring. Half-way down the slope the men 

hesitated and stopped when the Confederates showed no 

sign of breaking. Benteen rode out front, shouting and 

waving his sword for his men to continue, but they stood 

frozen in their tracks, intimidated by a force three times 

their size. As the 10th Missouri faltered, Union troops 

behind continued to charge forward. To prevent a 

collision and continue the attack, the Union’s Fourth 

Iowa Cavalry, USA, pushed through the stalled lines of 

the 10th Missouri and resumed the charge. In a chain 

reaction along the Union line from left to right the 

charge was renewed. 

The Confederate line soon collapsed, due in large part 

to the superior firepower of the Union’s weapons. The Confederates’ long muzzle-loading 

infantry rifles were difficult, if not impossible, to reload on horseback. The Union troops used 

shorter breech-loading carbines which loaded at the rear of the barrel thus hastening the rearming 

process. Union troops could fire multiple times while the Confederates were reloading. Many 

Confederates fired one shot then turned their horses and fled. Others stayed and used their rifles 

as clubs when the two mounted cavalry forces clashed in fierce hand-to-hand combat. 

When Union troops gained position between the Confederates and the creek many were 

mistaken for Confederates. The poorly clothed Southerners had confiscated blue Union uniforms 

on their raids, and were wearing them during the battle. With blue uniforms being worn by both 

Union and some Confederate soldiers it was difficult to determine friend from foe. Union Private 

James Dunlavy, Third Iowa Cavalry, USA, took advantage of the situation. “I saw some rebels, 

dressed in the Federal uniform, and mistaking them for Union soldiers, started toward them. 
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When I got within a short distance, General Marmaduke saw me shooting at the ‘Butternuts,’ and 

mistook me and started towards me. I had the advantage of him, so I let him come up. I leveled 

my carbine upon his breast and ordered him to surrender.” Dunlavy received the Congressional 

Medal of Honor for his capture of Marmaduke. 

 By 11:30 a.m. the Confederates were in full retreat. When they arrived at the creek the 

crossings were in chaos. The four-to-five feet high creek bank was slippery and crumbling from 

the recent rain, and the rushing water was deep. Hundreds of wagon wheels and horses had 

churned the mud into mires. Supply wagons congested the creek—some still attempting to cross, 

others overturned or disabled and stuck in the mud. The Confederate cavalrymen were caught 

between the wagons and the pursuing Union forces. To avoid capture many Confederates 

bypassed the crossings and plunged their horses down the steep bank into the water. But capture 

was not entirely avoidable, and Union troops rounded up many prisoners. 

 After the battle Union forces continued their pursuit of Price’s Confederates. Late in the 

evening on October 25, Price gave orders to burn half the wagons so the army could travel faster. 

The Union troops pushed the Confederates into Missouri and chased them through Arkansas and 

into Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma). The Confederates never again threatened Kansas. 

 The Confederates suffered more casualties from the battle at Mine Creek than did the Union 

troops. Union losses were 94 wounded, 15 killed, and one captured. Confederate losses were 250 

wounded, 300 killed, and 600 captured. 

 When Price commenced his invasion of Missouri he had several objectives. At the 

campaign’s conclusion, not a single objective had been met. He failed to take St. Louis or 

Jefferson City, and he did not install a Confederate governor in Missouri. He had to destroy the 

huge wagon train carrying much needed supplies, and most of the new recruits deserted on the 

retreat from Mine Creek. Following Price’s retreat, the Confederate effort west of the Mississippi 

River was minimal. The battle was one of the last significant engagements fought in the west. 

The Civil War ended in April 1865.  
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Manual 

 

25 Object Cards 

 

Objects 

• belt with U.S. enlisted buckle, bayonet scabbard, and cap pouch containing10 percussion 

caps 

• betty lamp  

• canteen 

• cup  

• flint and steel kit  

• forage cap, dark blue wool with infantry horn (Federal) 

• forage cap, gray wool with infantry horn (Confederate) 

• fork  

• gummed blanket 

• hardtack 

• haversack 

• housewife  

• lice comb  

• minie bullets (2) 

• money, Confederate (6 bills) 

• money, Union (6 bills) 

• plate  

• playing cards  

• sack coat with sergeant chevrons (Union enlisted man) 

• shaving brush  

 

CD –“The Life of a Civil War Soldier” 

• Worksheets (PDF) 

1. Artifact Analysis 

2. What’s Missing 

3. Enlisted Men’s Clothing Allowance 

4. Then and Now 

5. Eyewitness to War 

• Samuel Reader Entries 

o Text entries from his autobiography (25) 

o Drawing entries from his diary and autobiography (25, included in the Resource Chart 

below) 

• Recipe for hardtack 

• Resource chart 

• Photos as listed in the Resource Chart below 
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Resource Chart 
 

Image 

 

Description Format & Citation 

01 kshs 

Sgt. Mosley, Kansan 

 

Tintype of Sergeant John P. Mosley, 

circa 1863-1864. 

 

Mosley enlisted on August 21, 1862, 

Company D, 13th Regiment Kansas 

Volunteer Infantry. At the time Mosely 

was 22 years old, married, a resident of 

Atchison and employed as a blacksmith. 

On November 16, 1863, he was 

reassigned to the 2nd Kansas Colored 

Volunteers. At the Battle of Jenkins, 

Arkansas, he was wounded, left on the 

field, and taken prisoner by the 

Confederates. Mosley died on May 19, 

1864 at Princeton, Arkansas, while a 

prisoner of war. 

 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 216243 

Call Number: E495 K2.Inf13 

Co.D*1 

 

02kshs 

8th Kansas 

 
 

Tintype showing members of the 8th 

Kansas Volunteer Infantry, Company E 

in 1862. 

 

The soldiers are (standing) Elisha D. 

Rose, James Hunter, Volney Brown, 

Henry Davidson, (kneeling) Lewis V. 

Bryan, Richard Russell, William 

Wendall, and Cyrus Grant. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 830 

Call Number: E495 K2.Inf. 8 

CoE *1 

 

03loc 

13th NY Cavalry 

 

Noncommissioned Officers of the 13th 

New York Cavalry, July 1865, Prospect 

Hill, Virginia 

 

Most of these men are sergeants. Notice 

the difference in jackets, coats, hats, 

and sashes. More often than not the 

appearance of soldiers in the field was 

not very uniform. 

File format: jpg 

Library of Congress, loc.gov  

Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-

cwpb-04185 

Call Number: LC-B817-7740 

[P&P] LOT 4187 
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04kshs 

George Edward Lowry 

 
 

George Edward Lowry served as a 

private in Company E, 4th Regiment of 

the West Virginia Infantry from May 2, 

1861 to September 2, 1863 and later as 

a private with Company A, 140th 

Regiment of the Ohio Infantry 

(National Guard). He received a 

discharge on September 3, 1864. He 

moved to Missouri and then to 

Muscotah, Kansas in 1885. Lowry died 

in 1906 in Horton, Kansas. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 220840 

Call Number: B Lowery, George 

Edward *1 

 

05kshs 

William Matthews 

 
 

First Lieutenant William Matthews 

served in the Independent Battery, U.S. 

Colored Light Artillery out of Ft. 

Leavenworth.  He helped protect 

eastern Kansas and helped recruit 

members for the First Colored Kansas 

Volunteer Infantry.  Prior to the Civil 

War he ran a boarding house in 

Leavenworth that was used as part of 

the underground railroad. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 204528 

Call Number: B Mathews, 

William D*2 

 

06loc 

African American Union 

soldier 

 
 

An unidentified African American 

soldier. 

 

Tintype, circa 1861-1865 

File format: jpg 

Library of Congress, loc.gov  

Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-

ppmsca-11520 

Call Number: AMB/TIN no. 

1338 [P&P] 

 

07loc 

African American Union 

soldier 

 
 

An unidentified African American 

soldier in a Union uniform.  He is 

wearing a black mourning ribbon on his 

arm and holding a bayonet. 

 

Handcolored ambrotype, circa 1863-

1865 

File format: jpg 

Library of Congress, loc.gov  

Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-

ppmsca-34365 

Call Number: AMB/TIN no. 

3022 [P&P] 
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08loc 

Private Davis with gear 

 
 

Private Albert H. Davis of Company K, 

6th New Hampshire Infantry Regiment 

in uniform, shoulder scales, and Hardee 

hat with Model 1841 Mississippi rifle, 

sword bayonet, knapsack with bedroll, 

canteen, and haversack. 

 

Ambrotype, 1861 

File format: jpg 

Library of Congress, loc.gov  

Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-

ppmsca-36462 

Call Number: AMB/TIN no. 

2080 [P&P] 

 

09loc 

Confederate soldier 

 
 

An unidentified soldier in a Confederate 

uniform of Company E, Lynchburg 

Rifles, 11th Virginia Infantry 

Volunteers. He is holding an 1841 

Mississippi rifle, Sheffield-type Bowie 

knife, canteen, box knapsack, blanket 

roll, and cartridge box.  

 

Ambrotype, 1861 

File format: jpg 

Library of Congress, loc.gov  

Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-

ppmsca-37159 

Call Number: AMB/TIN no. 

2306 [P&P] 

 

10nps 

American Indian soldier 

 
 

Reverse image of an unidentified 

American Indian soldier dressed in 

Union uniform, wearing a plumed 

slouch hat. He is holding a revolver in 

his left hand and sword in his right. 

 

Tintype 

File format: jpg 

National Park Service, Wilson’s 

Creek National Battlefield; 

ozarkscivilwar.org/photograp

hs/ 

Reproduction Number: WICR 

30114 

 

11 

Betty Lamp 

 

A type of grease lamp that burns animal 

fat with a wick that extends from the 

fuel to outside the lamp. A chain allows 

the lamp to be hung from a convenient 

surface. The pick is used to pull the 

wick further out from the fuel when 

necessary. 

Ramshornstudio.com 

Antique Betty Lamp in the 

Boyle collection. 

 

Entry 1:  2nd K.S.M. Invading Mo. 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 18 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 
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Entry 2: Firing on the Hill 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 56 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 3: The Enemy in View 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 70 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 4: A Predicament 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 83 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 5: Rebels Riding into Line of 

Battle 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 91 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

http://www.kshs.org/
http://www.kshs.org/
http://www.kshs.org/
http://www.kshs.org/


The Life of a Civil War Soldier  xxiv │ Kansas Historical Society © 2015 

 

Image 

 

Description Format & Citation 

 

Entry 6: Southern Battle-flag 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org   

Item Number: 206900, page 103 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 7: Last Shot 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 117 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 8: A Change of Base 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

Kansas Memory File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 119 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

 

Entry 9: To Earth 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 131 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 
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Entry 10: Yes, I Surrender 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 137 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 11: Double-Quick, You Yankee _ 

_ _!! 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 166 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 12: Little Confederate 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 183 

Ca Call Number: Reader, 

Samuel James, Coll. 483, Box 

4, Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 13: Perilous Color 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 190 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 
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Entry 14: The Dread Field of Battle 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 209 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 15: Sergeant Kosier’s Battle 

Grime 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 241 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 16: Confederate Camp 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 221 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 17: Before Dawn 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 289 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 
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Entry 18: Ready for the Yankees 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 302 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 19: Smashing 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 310 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 20: Where Can I Find Col. Ellis’s 

Men?  

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 316 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 21: It Went Against Us 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 319 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 
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Entry 22: Desperation 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 323 

Call Number: Call Number: 

Reader, Samuel James, Coll. 

483, Box 4, Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 23: Porcine Picket 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 334 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 24: You Must be a Rebel 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org 

Item Number: 206900, page 353 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 

Entry 25: Free 

 

Drawing from Samuel Reader’s diary. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

kansasmemory.org  

Item Number: 206900, page 362 

Call Number: Reader, Samuel 

James, Coll. 483, Box 4, 

Folder 3 

 

 
 

Waterproof United States Regulation 

haversack with inner bag used to carry 

essentials.              

 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 
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Sewing kit, or housewife, was a 

personal item carried by many soldiers. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Hardtack is a cracker, or dried 

unleavened bread, designed to keep for 

long periods of time. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Tin plate File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Tin cup File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

.58 caliber minie balls used with Civil 

War rifle muskets 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Betty lamp File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 

Canteen made of tin and covered with 

wool. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 
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Gummed, or rubber coated, blanket  

was a personal item used by soldiers to 

help stay dry. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Fork File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Lice comb File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Shaving brush File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Playing cards 

 

 

 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Flint and steel for starting fires. File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 
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Cap pouch and percussion caps used in 

firing a rifle. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Union issued leather belt and brass 

buckle typically worn on the outside of 

the soldier’s jacket to secure their 

haversack and canteen which kept them 

from banging around while on the 

march. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Federal forage cap with infantry horn 

insignia commonly worn by enlisted 

men.  

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Confederate forage cap with infantry 

horn insignia commonly worn by 

enlisted men. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Union Army sack coat with sergeant 

chevrons 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Bayonet scabbard File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 
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Infantry soldier’s gear File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Tin plate, fork, cup and hardtack.  

Soldiers provided their own eating 

utensils. 

 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Belt, cap pouch, and scabbard File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Union paper money was issued by 

prominent state banks. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 

Confederate paper money, first issued 

in April 1861 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society  

Object included in trunk 

 
 


