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 “There were three stages by which the hide was prepared for its different uses—
rawhide, tanned, or dyed.” 

“Rawhide was the first stage. While they were on hunt, the fresh hide was pegged out 
with the hair side down and the flesh scraped off. The defleshing tool was made of a buffalo 
shinbone with the small end broken off and discarded. The broken edge was cut into a row 
of fine teeth with which to scrape the hide. The thick end of the bone had a hole drilled in it 
through which a buckskin strap was threaded to be worn around the wrist while the tool was 
in use. It took about half an hour to peg down and flesh a skin. After it was thoroughly dry, 
it was rolled up and carried home to the village where it was stored in the food pit or kept in 
the lodge to be dressed at the first opportunity. The largest number were worked in the fall. 
The skin was dressed as rawhide by simply removing the hair. The skin was unrolled and 
spread on the ground and the pieces of dried flesh picked off with a knife and boiled in the 
soup. Now the hide was turned over and the hair removed with an elbow-shaped scraper. 
This tool was like an adze with a handle of elkhorn and a cutting blade fastened to the bent 
end. In the old days the cutting blade was of chipped flint . . .. To dehair it, the woman 
stood directly on the hide and bent over holding the elbow-scraper crosswise with her left 
hand on the handle end and her right hand on the elbow so that she could push it across the 
skin. She removed hair, chips and shavings, striking and pushing upon the skin and scraping 
with a sidewise motion toward the left. If the blade were not sharp, she would have to sit 
down while she worked and this would take a good deal longer. The hide of a big bison was 
used to make rawhide. 

“Rawhide was used for the large envelope in which the dried buffalo meat was 
contained, for moccasin soles, saddles, and for cutting into long continuous strips for ropes 
and whips.” 
  
 
 

The Pawnee went on a summer and a winter buffalo hunt each year. They processed the hides for a 

variety of uses. 
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