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The Pawnee lived in earthlodge villages near rivers or streams where they grew crops. Each 

summer and each winter they left their villages to hunt buffalo. 

 

“As soon as the signal was given, the hunters all rode to the chase. The herds were 
very scattered and had to be chased by men in small groups. In the past they chased the 
buffalo on foot and there was still a man, Charley Buffalo, who was such a fast runner that he 
could overtake a buffalo on foot and shoot him. 

“Now each hunter selected his own buffalo to chase, depending on his skill as a 
hunter and the speed of his horse. There was little value in trying to get more than one 
buffalo or at most two—though a good hunter could conceivably get more—as there was no 
help to be gotten with the butchering and he would not be able to haul in the extra meat in 
any case. . . . A man who had the misfortune to fall off his horse and could not get back on 
in time would be enlisted to help butcher and receive half an animal, although the ribs 
would not be given him at this time. 

“The chase was carefully timed to the habits of the buffalo. At this season the buffalo 
spent most of the time scattered about in the uplands where the buffalo grass was. (In winter 
they stayed closer together in the timber.)  In the morning, the buffalo went down to the 
water and between ten-thirty and eleven o’clock they were back in the pasture grazing. At 
noon they were all sitting down resting and by evening had gone down to the water again 
before returning to the uplands. 

“The hunters usually lined up for the attack about ten-thirty in the morning and by 
eleven rode to the chase. Everywhere a cloud of dust would rise as they rushed forward 
except after a rain when big clods and mud would hit them in the face. They never hunted 
when it was actually raining, as the sinew bowstring stretched and was ineffectual when 
wet.” 
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