
Section 1: Historical Thinking Activities 
Lesson 1: Let’s Take a Closer Look

Introduction:  

The goal for this section is for students to begin to develop historical thinking skills by  

investigating items that are familiar to them.

Objective:  

Students will research an object by building knowledge through investigation of the different aspects of the item. 

Students will engage in collaborative discussions with diverse partners.  

Students will report on a topic.

Lesson: 

Prior to teaching the lesson: 

  Bring an item from home to use to model the lesson. Be certain that the item has a label showing where it 

was manufactured.

  Ask students to bring an item from home to share with the class. This item should be something that is 

inexpensive, has been purchased from a store, and hopefully has a label showing the country in which it was 

manufactured. 

1.  Introduce the activity by sharing an item from your home. If possible use a projection camera to allow the 

entire class to have a close examination of the object. Model the discussion of the item by asking questions:

     Describe the object 

	 	 •	From	what	material	is	it	made?	 

	 	 •	How	big	is	it?	 

	 	 •	What	does	it	weigh?	 

	 	 •	What	color	is	it? 

	 	 •	Does	it	have	writing	or	symbols	on	it?

	 How	is	it	made?	 

	 	 •	Is	it	made	by	hand?	 

	 	 •	In	a	factory?		 

	 	 •	Is	it	the	only	one	of	its	kind	or	are	there	many?

	 How	is	it	used? 

	 	 •	Who	uses	it?	 

	 	 •	Why	is	it	important	to	a	person	today? 

	 	 •	What	would	have	happen	if	this	item	was	unavailable	in	a	store?	 

	 	 •	Could	you	or	your	family	have	gotten	along	without	it?		 

	 	 •	What	substitute	might	you	have	made?
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	 Where	was	it	produced? 

	 	 •	Was	it	made	in	America?	Was	it	made	somewhere	else?

2.		Divide	the	class	into	groups	of	four.	Have	each	group	pass	its	items	to	the	next	group	so	that	no	group	 

examines its own items. 

3.  Provide each group with enough copies of Let’s Take a Closer Look graphic organizer as a guide in 

investigating	all	of	the	items.	Have	each	group	choose	a	different	recorder	for	each	item	it	examines.	 

[Let’s Take a Closer Look graphic organizer is located on the Trading on the Santa Fe Trail	CD,	worksheet	

folder, Section 1, Lesson 1.]

4.  Once groups have finished examining their items, choose various members of each group to share the groups’ 

thoughts with the rest of the class. Ask the owner of the item if the observations were correct. This is also a 

good time to use the document camera if you have one.

5.  Using a projected political world map or wall map point out the country in which the item was produced. 

Show students a path the item would have taken to get to America. [If you do not have a world map in your 

classroom, you may project the World Map found in the Trading on the Santa Fe Trail	CD,	worksheet	folder,	

Section 1, Lesson 1].  

	 •	From	where	did	most	of	the	items	come?		 

	 •	How	would	they	have	gotten	here?

6.	Wrap	up	the	activity	by	selecting	two	or	three	items	to	extend	the	discussion. 

	 •	Is	there	a	comparable	item	from	a	long	time	ago?	 	 	

	 •	If	so,	how	is	it	the	same?	 

	 •	How	is	it	different? 

	 •	What	does	that	say	about	American	life	then?
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                   Let’s Take a Closer Lo  

1. Examine the item

 Materials 

	 a.	From	what	material	is	the	object	made?

 How was it made? 

	 a.		How	was	it	made—by	hand	or	a	machine?	 

How	can	you	tell?

 Physical Features 

	 a.	What	is	its	shape,	smell,	and	sound? 

	 b.	What	color	is	it? 

	 c.	What	is	the	surface	like? 

 d. If there’s markings or writing on it record them here.

 For what purpose do you think it was used? 

	 a.	What	is	its	function? 

	 b.	Who	would	use	it? 

	 c.	Why	would	someone	want	to	purchase	it?

 Where was it made?

Draw a sketch of the item
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