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Introduction 

 

The Symbols of Kansas traveling resource trunk examines the state symbols of Kansas.  

Symbols are part of communication just like words and sounds.  Symbols represent 

thoughts, commands, and feelings. 

 

Symbols are part of our everyday lives.  A smiley face sticker means “good job” or that 

someone is happy.  A street sign with people walking in a crosswalk means a school 

crossing.  Some symbols are made through body movements and some are visual.  They 

all are communicating something to us. 

 

Special symbols also come to represent specific organizations, places, or events.  Schools 

often have school colors or a school mascot.  Memorials commemorate and symbolize 

important events in the history of our town, state or nation.   Plants, animals, birds, and 

more are often chosen by state legislatures to represent their state.  For example, the 

Western Meadowlark is the state bird of Kansas.  Symbols such as this are official state 

symbols. 

 

This trunk examines the concept of what a symbol is and then looks closely at the state 

symbols of Kansas. 

 

 

Notes on Using a Traveling Resource Trunk 

 

 Traveling resource trunks are loaned out within the state of Kansas.  They are 

available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 To assure that trunks reach their next destination in time we ask that they be returned 

by their scheduled return date.  If you are shipping your trunk please allow at least 

two days shipping time.  If you have any questions or concerns about a trunk you are 

using please contact the Education Division of the Kansas Historical Society, 

kshs.education@ks.gov or 785-272-8681. 

 Reservations should be made a minimum of two weeks in advance, although making 

a reservation earlier may be necessary depending upon what trunk you would like to 

use and the dates you would like to use it. 

 Inventory the trunk you borrow when you receive it and before returning it.  An 

inventory sheet is provided in the trunk you are borrowing for this purpose. Contact 

us if an object is missing or broken when you receive the trunk that we failed to note 

on the inventory sheet included in the trunk.  Trunks should be returned in the same 

condition that they were received. 

 Objects and materials in the trunks are to be used as the instructor sees fit; however, 

please keep in mind that many students will be using the trunk after you this year and 

in the years to come.  Use is encouraged, overuse and damage are not. 
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 The curriculum in this trunk may be reproduced for educational purposes only and 

must credit the Kansas Historical Society.  Reproducing the curriculum for any other 

purpose is prohibited without written permission from the Kansas Historical Society. 
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Kansas State Symbols 

 

1861 State Seal adopted 

1903 State Flower – Wild Native Sunflower 

1925 State Banner (alterations were made to it at a later date) 

1927 Kansas Flag (alterations were made to it at a later date) 

1935 *State March – “The Kansas March” 

1937 State Bird – Western Meadowlark 

1937 State Tree – Cottonwood 

1947 State Song – “Home on the Range” 

1955 State Animal – American Buffalo  

1976 State Insect – Honeybee 

1986 State Reptile – Ornate Box Turtle 

1990 State Soil – Harney Silt Loam 

1992 *State March – “Here’s Kansas” 

1994 State Amphibian – Barred Tiger Salamander 

2010 State Grass – Little Bluestem 

2014 State Fossils – Tylosaurus and Pteranodon 

2018 State Rock – Greenhorn Limestone 

2018 State Mineral – Galena 

2018 State Gemstone – Jelinite 

2018 State Fish – Channel Catfish 

 

 

*Kansas has two official state marches.  The bill recognizing “The Kansas March” as the 

state march refers to the song as “the official state march” for Kansas.  The bill 

recognizing “Here’s Kansas” calls it “an official march of Kansas.” 
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Curriculum 

 

The curriculum is divided into fourteen lessons with an appendix containing additional 

curriculum material.  Each lesson is complete and does not require information from 

other lessons in the manual.  Thus, lessons may be done in any order.  For additional craft 

activities, or worksheets to accompany a lesson, see the book Kansas Images:  An 

Activity Book for Children included in this trunk.  A copy of the manual and worksheets 

are also included on the CD in this trunk. 

 

This trunk correlates to the following Kansas standards: 

 

Kansas Standards for History, Government and Social Studies (2013) 
Standard #4:  Societies experience continuity and change over time. 

 The student will recognize and evaluate continuity and change over time and its 

impact on individuals, institutions, communities, states, and nations. 

Standard #5:  Relationships among people, places, ideas, and environments are dynamic. 

 Benchmark 5.1:  The student will recognize and evaluate dynamic relationships 

that impact lives in communities, states, and nations. 

 

Kansas College and Career Ready Standards 
Speaking and Listening 

 Comprehension and Collaboration #1 (K-2):  Participate in collaborative 

conversations with diverse partners about grade level topics and texts with peers 

and adults in small and larger groups. 

 Comprehension and Collaboration #2 (K):  Confirm understanding of a text read 

aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and 

answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is 

not understood. 

 Comprehension and Collaboration #2 (1):  Ask and answer questions about key 

details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 

 Comprehension and Collaboration #3 (K):  Ask and answer questions in order to 

seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood. 

 Comprehension and Collaboration #3 (1):  Ask and answer questions about what a 

speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is 

not understood. 

 Comprehension and Collaboration #3 (2):  Ask and answer questions about what a 

speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information or 

deepen understanding of a topic or issue. 
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